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on its polemical than on its constructive side. The same 
author's "II Communismo Giurdico del Fichte" is an appreciative 
review of Professor Petrone's dissertation on the same subject. 
Both professors maintain the standpoint of a robust and genial 
idealism and both are effective critics of an uncritical naturalism. 

Sidney Ball. 
St. John's College, Oxford. 

Mutter Erde: Ein Versuch uber Volksreligion. Von Al- 
brecht Dieterich. Leipzig & Berlin : B. C. Tuebner, 1905. Pp. 
121. 

Few German scholars have done so much for the real under- 
standing of Greek religion and especially of Greek Mysteries as 
Dr. Albrecht Dieterich. The book before us extends however 
far beyond the sphere of classical religion. Its two first chapters 
are in their main substance reprinted from the Archiv filr Relig- 
ionswissenschaft (viii, 1905) — an excellent publication, not as 
widely known in England as it deserves — and these two chapters 
were planned as part of a larger work on certain fundamental 
conceptions in religious thought. The two chapters on "Mother 
Earth," have grown to seven, and their importance certainly 
justifies their separate publication. 

The religious rites which are at once most familiar and most 
permanent are those connected with the three great facts and 
mysteries of human life — birth, marriage, and death; and the 
ritual of these three mysteries is all connected with a belief sur- 
viving to-day among the uneducated in the magic of the mother- 
hood of the earth. The new-born child among the Romans of 
Varro's day was placed upon the earth, whence the father, if he 
recognized its legitimacy, lifted it (tollere et suscipere); but the 
rule of placing the child on the earth, preceded any question of 
legitimacy, and it is still practised to-day. Among the peasants 
of the Abruzzi (p. 7) lavato e infasciato il neonato la levatrice lo 
posa in terra; in Sicily, il neonato va deposto subito sul pavimento, 
altr entente morra al ospedale: the child is put in touch with earth, 
the mother of all. Children come out of the earth : the Central 
Australians knew of a stone with a hole in it, out of which come 
the spirits of children, and to it women who desire children make 
pilgrimages. 

Again, according to a wide-spread custom, even where crema- 
tion prevails, very young children must be buried, not burnt, that 
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their souls may be reborn in the next generation. "Dust thou art, 
and unto dust thou shalt return," has the cheering corollary "out 
of dust thou shalt be reborn." This is the primitive "cycle of 
births" (/tfxOor ytvteeav) of which Aeschylus writes : 

"And Earth herself who all things brings to birth 
And of her nurture back receives the germ;" 

and this primitive re-birth lent its symbolism to the Orphic myster- 
ies in which the initiate man avowed: "I have passed 'neath the 
bosom of the under-world, Queen Despoina." 

The religion of Mother Earth lies deep down in the bed-rock of 
human nature. Greece proper, Crete, Asia Minor, Babylonia show 
in the earlier strata of their religions a supreme mother-goodness 
with male attendants rather than a supreme male god with 
a throng of worshipping women. But with the advance of civili- 
zation, the development of patriarchal institutions and, it may be, 
the spread of Semitic religion, we come to a phase in which the 
divine is expressed as man rather than as woman, as Zeus and 
Jahveh rather than as Demeter and Ishtar. But so curiously 
persistent and tenacious is the cult of the "Mother" that though 
the last word in religion at present is "Our Father" the Father 
worshipped is worshipped for his characteristics of motherhood. 
In the Aramaic gospel in use among the Ebionites, the Holy Ghost 
is addressed as "my mother ;" and half of Christendom to this day 
bows at the shrine of Mary the Mother. 

Jane E. Harrison. 

Newham College, Cambridge, England. 

Die Realitat der Gottesidee. Von Dr. Gustav Class. Munchen : 
C. H. Becksche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1904. Pp. 94. 

This little work is written by an honored German teacher, 
who is conspicuous among tho9e who derive the essentials of their 
system from Kant, not indirectly through the latter German ideal- 
ists, but directly from the master himself. Characteristic of this 
group of thinkers is the classifying of the normative functions of 
the human soul under the general name of "Spiritual," "Pneu- 
matologie" being a name repeatedly used by Dr. Class to distin- 
guish the scope of his inquiries from Psychology. This distinction 
is, in my opinion, relatively useful and even necessary, though 
the reader may protest against adding to the already too cum- 
brous and intricate Kantian terminology. The author accepts the 



